
The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, PA.,  

to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment. 

Aldersgate

     Our sermon series, With God’s Son: Following our Rabbi through the Gospel of Matthew, consists of 

several sub-series designed to guide us through the first book of the New Testament. The 

current sub-series, Stunners, focuses on three statements of Jesus that point to the counter-

cultural nature of what it means to be a disciple. Today’s sermon, A New Perspective, is the first 

in the sub-series. You will find an order of service on Page 4 and sermon notes on Page 5.  

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893 

www.aldersgateabilene.org 

Series Spiritual Practice: You are invited to read through the 

Gospel of Matthew once a month for the next 12 months. This will 

give us an opportunity to focus on the whole book while we share 

the sermons based on passages in the book of Matthew at the same time.   
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             Our Mission:  To raise up deeply devoted disciples of Jesus 

 Our Local Mission Field:  Aldersgate Academy, Bowie Elementary School, 

McMurry University, Our Neighborhoods/Community Garden 

Regularly Scheduled Services  

and Opportunities to Grow and Serve 

All are welcome!  

Please contact the Church Office at 672-7893 

 if you’d like to know more about becoming involved. 

Ministry Leaders 

Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415 

Associate Pastor:  

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017 

Music: David Wallis 

Connections/Communication:  

     Lisa Alexander 

Children: Alayna Brooks & Amber Redman 

Youth/Contemporary Worship: 

     Daniel Mathis 

College/Young Adults: 

      Tim Palmer (July 3) 

Administration/Finance: Mary Chavez Lust 

Reception: Susan Acosta 

Academy: Carol Rogers 

Custodial Services: Robert Sandoval 
 

Staying Connected 
Office Hours:  

       Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 a.m. -12 p.m.,               

              1p.m.-4:30 p.m. 

       Fri. 8:30 a.m.-12 p.m. 

www.aldersgateabilene.org 
 

ENews: Sign up on our website to 

receive our weekly electronic 

newsletter, or send an email to 

news@aldersgateabilene.org.  

Facebook: facebook.com/

AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church 

Twitter:@AldersgateABI 

Instagram:@aldersgateabi 

Text Message Reminders: 

     gracepeace to 313131 

Text To Give:  325-269-2032 

THIS WEEK 

 

Sunday, May 28: 

  9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 

10:05 a.m. Sunday School  

11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship  

  6:00 p.m. Hello Summer Pool Party (Youth) 

 

Monday, May 29:  

   Office Closed for Memorial Day! 

    

Tuesday, May 30: 

     Mystery Ramble (Youth)   

 

Wednesday, May 31: 

  Mystery Ramble (Youth) 

  7:00 p.m. Choir Practice 

 

Thursday, June 1: 

  Mystery Ramble (Youth) 

   7:30 p.m.  Contemporary Band Practice 

 

 
COMING UP 

    

June 5th-7th: Camp Butman for incoming 3rd-4th graders 

June 5th-9th: Camp Butman for incoming 6th-8th graders 

 

Please Note 

 

As of June 2, the church office will be closed on Fridays. Hours of 

operation will remain 8:30-12:00 and 1:00-4:30, Monday-Thursday. 

 



Meet Lisa Alexander: Director of Connections and Communication 

      Lisa Alexander joined the Aldersgate UMC team on May 8 to serve as 

the director of connections and communication. As such, Lisa will oversee 

the administration of the main church office. When our part-time 

receptionist is unavailable, it will be Lisa’s voice that you hear when you 

call the church, and it will be her friendly face that greets you in the main 

office. 

      Lisa comes to Aldersgate will 11 years of experience in working with 

Lauren Engineers and Constructors, Inc., in Abilene. For the past seven of 

those years, her main responsibilities have included crafting newsletters, 

updating and maintaining the company’s intranet site and training new 

team members. These experiences make her a direct fit to coordinate 

Aldersgate’s communication, producing the Aldersgate InAction every week, 

updating and maintaining our web site and so much more. Lisa’s position also includes the 

facilitation of our Growth Group and First Impression ministries. 

      Lisa and her family have been deeply involved in the life of this community of faith since the 

Journey UMC and Aldersgate merged in 2012. In these past five years, Lisa and her husband, Tyson, 

have participated in, hosted and led Growth Groups, and Lisa has served on the First Impressions 

team since the ministry began in 2015. 

      “I am excited about these ministries,” Lisa said, “because they offer the opportunities for 

followers of Jesus across generational lines to grow and serve together. It is no small thing in this 

world to be a place that does small groups and life together really well.” 

Lisa and Tyson are the parents of three children: Bella, 8; Sam, 6; and Jase, 2. Tyson serves in the 

contemporary worship band each week, and the children are learning and growing through the 

children’s ministry here at Aldersgate as the family invests personally in the life of this church. 

      As Lisa’s position encompasses 25 hours per week, she will be working from 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 

p.m., Monday through Thursday, and on Sunday mornings. (With the change in the structure of the 

Aldersgate team, the church office will 

be closed on Fridays, beginning on June 

2.) Please take some time to welcome 

Lisa by giving her a call at the office or 

stopping by to see her. She is ready to 

meet you! 

      “I LOVE working with people,” she 

said, “and I can’t wait to share the energy 

and excitement I have about God’s work 

in our church and community!” 
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Youth: End-Of-School Summer Fun 

Children: Summer Blast! 

      Last Sunday afternoon, the Aldersgate youth traveled just 

outside of town to Camp Butman to participate in the 

campground’s open house. Many youth groups and families 

from all over the area met out at the camp to experience several 

of the exciting activities Butman has to offer — from bubble 

soccer and gaga ball to rock climbing and swimming. 

      Our annual Mystery Ramble will take place May 30-June 1. 

This year, students entering grades 6-9 are invited to ramble 

with us. The cost for the trip is $50, which includes travel, lodging, events and breakfast each day. 

(Students will need to bring money for all other meals). Limited spots are available, so lock in your 

spot SOON! RSVP with Daniel Mathis at youth@aldersgateabilene.org. This is going to be such an 

awesome trip and is a favorite every year! — Daniel Mathis  

      The children’s ministry team has planned a summer’s worth of fun, FREE activities, including 

church camp at Camp Butman! Check out the Summer Blast and camp schedules below: 

      June 14th 6:30-8:00pm = Water Night. We’ll rent two water slides and set them up in the field 

north of the church. The Sweet Side food truck will serve delicious ice cream. Parents are 

encouraged to stay and visit with each other and enjoy the ice cream, too. 

      July 19th 6:30pm = Movie Night. Bring your blankets and pillows, and we’ll create our own 

drive-in movie feeling in the Fellowship Hall. We’ll have concession stand food and watch a fun 

movie together. 

      August 7-10 = Vacation Bible School and Final Blast! Come to the church and bring your 

friends to a Minion-themed VBS, concluding with a night of lawn games on field north of the 

church. 

      June 5-7:  3rd-4th grades. Faith Promise gifts allocated by the 

Mission Task Force cover half of the cost, so the cost for Aldersgate 

campers is $72.50. 

      July 10-14:  4th-6th grades. The cost is $140.50. 

For more information, contact us at children@aldersgateabilene.org. 

We hope you’ll be able to join us for all these fun events!  

— Alayna Brooks and Amber Redman  
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Budget for 2017 =     $  776,100.00 

Received Last Week =   $    15,693.00 

Received This Month-to-Date =  $    15,693.00 

Received Year-to-Date =   $  251,818.00 

Ahead/(Behind) Budget =   $  (16,832.00) 

2017 Faith Promise Pledges = $    37,362.00 

2017 Faith Promise Contributions  $      9,490.00 

At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our prayers, presence 
(attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in the community) and 
witness (sharing our faith). You will find information about service and 
witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. This page is dedicated to 
matters of prayer, presence, and gifts. 

In Depth 

Clay Meadows 

Doris Ogden 

Lou Swindell 

Ken Schmidt 

Rosalee Schmidt 

Alice Shaw 

Alice Alcala 

Carolyn Strain 

Military and Families 

Millie Speed 

Sarah Doucette 

Delmon Wilson 

Billie Langston 

Judy English 

Charles Myrick 

Clinton Gayle 

Addison English 

Lora Langford 

Bob Kuykendall 

Kay Burkhart 

Billy & Jennifer Butler 

Tara Goodloe 

June Gill 

Jazmine Lara, Academy student  

Daisy Walsh 

Robert and Hope Sandoval on 

the passing of her mother. 

Prayers:  

 

Presence and Gifts: 5.21.2017 

To learn more about ways to give: visit our website 

www.aldersgateabilene.org or contact Mary Chavez Lust 

at 672-7893 or via email at mary@aldersgateabilene.org. 

9:00 a.m. Traditional Service = 204 

11:00 a.m. Contemporary Service = 150 

Sunday School = 176 

 

Sunday School classes are offered 

 at 10:05 a.m. for all ages. To learn more 

about Adult Sunday School classes, 

contact Amy Wilson Feltz at  

672-7893 or via e-mail at 

amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org. 

Spirit Wind (Conference Youth Choir): Sat. June 10th. Please contact David Wallis at 325-232-3240, 

     wallis.david@mcm.edu. 

Panama Mission Team:  June 16, June 25. Please contact Jack Darnell at 325-829-7537, kb1rd@me.com. 

Service: Overnight Housing Needed 



 

When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed  

at his teaching, because he taught as one who had authority,  

and not as their teachers of the law. —-Matthew 7:28-29 

 

     When was the last time you truly felt amazed?  I mean, the type of 

amazement that makes your eyes, ears and heart marvel in wonder?  When 

was the last time you truly felt stunned?  I mean, the type of stunned that takes your breath away? 

     Now: When was the last time you felt amazed or stunned by the words of Jesus? 

     Being amazed brings with it much joy, comfort and excitement. Being stunned brings with it a 

sense of disbelief and disorientation by whatever has been said or done.  When we read the book of 

Matthew, and the other three gospels for that matter, Jesus’ words and actions illicit feelings of both 

being amazed and stunned.  One of the ways that we grow closer to God is by slowing down enough 

in our listening and reading of God’s word to experience both feelings deeply. 

     We are so tempted to read past whatever we don’t understand or would prefer to avoid rather 

than to dig into the text and genuinely ask what it is that God is saying to us.  We normally don’t 

give God enough space to amaze or stun us.  

Here is my list of the top five stunners in Matthew.  During these next few weeks, would you 

join me in asking Jesus to speak to us deeply through these amazing and stunning passages? 

 

Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of 

heaven. Therefore, whoever takes the lowly position of this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.  

And whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me. — Matthew 18:2-5 

 

So the last will be first, and the first will be last.  — Matthew 20:16 

 

For if you forgive other people when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.  

But if you do not forgive others their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.  — Matthew 6:14-15 

 

If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you will have treasure  

in heaven. Then come, follow me.  — Matthew 19:21 

 

The greatest among you shall be your servant. — Matthew 23:11 
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